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Invitation to a Holy Lent  
Lent in its earliest form was a period of fasting and prayer for 40 hours (the approxi-

mate time our Lord spent in the tomb between Good Friday and the early hours of 

Easter Sunday). Eventually Lent was expanded to a season of 40 days (to correspond to 

our Lordôs 40 days of fasting and temptation in the wilderness.) During the 40 days 

candidates who wished to be baptized on Easter were prepared for the Sacrament.  

Those who had lapsed from the faith and wanted to return to the Church were prepared 

for reconciliation and Holy Communion on Maundy Thursday.  
 

In modern times the season of Lent has become an opportunity for the whole Christian community to renew 

and deepen their personal relationship with the Lord through the faith practices of prayer, fasting and care 

for the poor (Matthew 6). Special times of personal and corporate prayer (especially Wednesdays in Lent) 

are traditional among Lutheran Christians.  This Lent you will be asked to care for the poor through self-

denial (fasting) and offerings for Lutheran World Relief . Offerings received in Lenten envelopes will be 

dedicated to this cause.  
 

You are encouraged to fast especially on Fridays in Lent, perhaps by foregoing lunch and instead praying the 

Way of the Cross, either at work/home.   

God be with you as you begin your Lenten journey to the cross and empty tomb.  

Sunday, February 14 
 

Friends and Family 

Tex Mex Fiesta 

 Luncheon 
Noon, Fellowship Hall 

Invite family and friends to worship 

With you and share in the meal. 

Winter Texans and Invited Friends and 

Family are our GUESTS! 
 A - M = Salad 

    NðZ  =  Salads 

Sign up sheet in Narthex 

OH, REALLY!  

ITôS LENT AGAIN?  

 
On Sunday, February 14, we sing our 

last ñalleluiaò during Sunday morning 

worship until we break out singing 

ñAlleluiaò on Easter Sunday.  Traditionally, we at 

St. Mark Lutheran have gathered on Wednesdays to 

observe Lent as a season of repentance and prepara-

tion for the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  If we are 

typical of most other Lutheran churches, our Lent 

services are not attended like in the past.  I wonder 

why this is so?  Maybe it is the way we Lutherans 

have come to look at Lent.  For many, Lent seems 

dull and sad, a solemn and austere time when we 

wear dark suits (hearts) and dresses (minds).  Lent 

means we have to give up something, like being 

happy.  Often we feel condemned, something we get 

enough of each and every day of our lives. 
 

Well, guess what folks!  Lent isnôt your head-down 

tramp to the church each Sunday and Wednesday.  

Lent is NOT about how we or others rate ourselves 

but how God rates us.  Lent is about the Savior, Je-

sus Christ.  Jesus said, ñGod sent not his Son into 

the world to condemn the world, but that the 

world through Him might be saved.ò  Lent is not 

only a weeping over sins done but also a rejoicing in 

sins forgiven.  Lent is a time of catching the full 

meaning of those immortal words, ñAnd God shall 

wipe away all tears from their eyes.ò Lentôs sim-

ple message is that his infinite mercy is available to 

us as we turn to God and ask for forgiveness and the 

means to lead a changed life.   

Lentôs simple message is that his infinite mercy is avail-

able to us as we turn to God and ask for forgiveness and 

the means to lead a changed life.  Lent is a time for turn-

ing away from the willful sinning to living in  

godlinessé.not completely, but with all the fight we can 

give it. 
 

Observance of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, Febru-

ary 17 and continues each Wednesday at noon and 7:00 

PM.  As you can, worship regularly on Sunday morning, 

attend the mid-week services, daily pray for the church 

and each other knowing that we all stand aware of our 

sinfulness, yet all eagerly seek Godôs healing love.  Yes, 

itôs time for Lent!  May our Lenten observance this year 

be a blessed and purposeful one! 



 

 

You are very Blessed: 

 
If you woke up this morning with more health than illnessé you 

are more blessed than the million who will not survive this week. 
 

If you have never experienced the danger of battle, the loneliness 

of imprisonment, the agony of torture, or the pangs of starva-

tion...you are ahead of 500 million people in the world. 
 

If you can attend a church  meeting without fear of harassment, 

arrest, torture, or deathé.you are more blessed than three billion 

people in the world. 
 

If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof 

overhead and a place to sleepé 

You are richer than 75% of this world. 
 

If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare change 

in a dish someplace...you re among the top 8% of the worldôs 

wealthy. 
 

If your parents are still alive and still married...you are very rare, 

even in the United States. 
 

If you can hold someoneôs  hand, hug them or even touch them on 

the shoulder...you are blessed because you can offer Godôs heal-

ing touch. 
 

If you prayed yesterday and todayé you are in the minority be-

cause you believe God does hear and answer prayers 
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Over two thousand years have passed since the birth of our Savior, 

Jesus Christ!  Although great changes have occurred since Bethle-

hem, nothing can compare to the staggering changes, which will 

continue to occur in the coming decades.  As Godôs people, we are 

facing rapid changes in a secular society with worldly views that 

are unfriendly and ever hostile to the mission and ministry of the 

Church.  This is a most challenging time for the Christian Church, 

for the ELCA and for St. Mark Lutheran Church.  Thereôs no 

doubt that we need to take advantage of every opportunity to ex-

amine and plan new ways for the church and its people to live out 

our call as Godôs people. 
 

As Christôs church we can help rebuild the walls of a society that 

appear to be crumbling under the siege of rapid change and ram-

pant secularism.  Our mission at St. Mark Lutheran Church is to 

address the challenges that confront us today and in the years 

ahead by being change-agents for the Lord.  Weôll need to be spiri-

tually equipped to faithfully serve Christ by discovering new ways 

to reach out with the good news of his love and the radically new 

life it can bring.  Together we can help people rebuild shattered 

lives and give them a hope that is rooted in Godôs promises. 
 

It is my prayer that every member of the congregation will actively 

seek Godôs guidance through prayer, Bible study worship, out-

reach and service.  It is critical that you bring your input and inten-

tionally become a part of the visioning and planning process for 

your church and its ministries.  Encourage others to do the same.  

Iôm excited about beginning the New Year with you.  Letôs make 

2010 one which will set a new course for the years to come.   
 

Pastor Ron 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MIDWEEK LENT SERVICES  

 
Our Lenten preparation for the Jesusô 

death and resurrection had always been 

an important time for Lutherans.  Ash 

Wednesday, February 17, marks the be-

ginning of our Lenten Mid-week ser-

vices.  Invite your friends and neighbors 

to join us at noon for a Lite Lunch from 

11:00-11:45 AM and worship at Noon.  

We will also gather at 7:00 PM for the 

evening service each week.. 

This yearôs mid-week Lenten services 

center around Christôs grace words from 

the Cross. 

February 17      A Grace Word of  

   Mercy: 

       Luke 23:34 

February 24      A Grace Word of  

   Promise: 

       Luke 23:43 

March 3      A Grace Word of  

   Concern: 

       John 19:26, 27 

March 10      A Grace Word of  

   Fidelity: 

       Matthew 27:46 

March 17      A Grace Word of  

   Need: 

       John 19:28 

March 24      A Grace Word of  

  Completion: 

       John 19:30 

March 31       PALM SUNDAY 

 

During Holy Week, March 31 through 

April 3, we take time to focus on Jesusô 

last week on earth, his passion and death.  

Holy Week is a time for reflection and 

prayer, thanking God that the plan of sal-

vation has been accomplished. 

 

You are encouraged to participate in 

ALL the worship opportunities of Lent 

and Holy Week.  It will make your Easter 

celebration an even more joyous event.   
 

PASTORõS SUNDAY  
GOSPEL STUDY CONTINUES 
Ever wonder why the sermonôs message 

comes out the way it does each Sunday? 

Join Pastor Ron to study the circum-

stances surrounding the gospel lesson 

assigned for each Sunday.  Peek between 

the lines at what Jesus was really trying 

to say to us.  Class meets at 9:30 a.m. in 

Room 2.  Plenty of coffee and good dis-

cussion available. 
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COUNCIL REPORT  
 

.The Council met on January 11, 2010.  Members present were:  Kent Oliver, Carol-Ann 

Haanpaa, Carlos Cuellar, Peggy Flowers, James Bowman, Terri Darwin, Cici Schuetze, 

Robin Castro, Janice Fredrickson, Sue Reyna, Interim Pastor Ron Walter, and Marilyn Lar-

sen attendint  

Pastor's Report:  

Oficial Acts ï Dan Bennetsen (death); Manona Mokry (transfer); Jonhah Eugene Frobish 

(Baptism).  

2010 Nominees for Council:  Vacant positions filled:  Treasurer, Tara Schultz,   Denise Miller, Evangel-

ism;  Luther Frobish, Stewardship 

Financial and Treasurer reports were accepted.  

Ministry Team  reports were accepted. 

Now that Jerry Kramer is truly back on his feet after an extended illness, the 

Call Committee plans to become very active in the coming weeks.  They have 

requested that the Congregation take about 5 ï 10 minutes after worship ser-

vices on February 14th and 21st to provide your input on two items: Gifts for 

Ministry that we are looking for in our new leader and a Ministry Priority Sur-

vey.  Members of the call committee will be available to explain and collect 

the information completed by the members.  They plan to submit an article for 

the April Messenger that will give the results of the two forms and what was 

forwarded to Synod showing where they are in the call process. 
 

Bishop Tiemann scheduled a visit with Council in January.  He was here to 

discuss business matters at St. Markôs as well as get an update on our call proc-

ess and discernment over the recent ELCA Churchwide Assembly (CWA) re-

sults.  One item discussed was to insure that we plan to form an audit team 

shortly after installing our new Treasurer.  He also wanted to insure that we fill 

the vacancies on the Endowment Fund Board of Trustees which we did at the 

annual meeting.  The final item was to confirm that we have a plan to docu-

ment voting members going forward.  Our constitution defines a voting mem-

ber as ñconfirmed members, during the current or preceding calendar year, 

shall have communed in this congregation and shall have made a contribution 

of record to this congregationò.  Pastor Thomas and Arlette had typically 

helped with this effort in the past and as illustrated at last monthôs annual 

meeting, most results of voting at our congregation meetings are unanimous.  

However, if our congregation moves toward a formal vote on the CWA results 

issue, we will be required to document voting members as there will most 

likely be differences of opinion on the subject.  Therefore, we have purchased 

new attendance / registration booklets to assist with this effort.  Weôll be ask-

ing members to register their attendance in the coming weeks of worship to 

help document voting members. 
 

Bishop also shared some information related to how our Synod has reacted 

since the CWA.  He stated that 10 of the 177 congregations in our Synod have 

held an initial vote to leave the ELCA and were successful in receiving 2/3 

approval to do so.  A second vote is required 90 days or more after the first 

vote with 2/3 approval again to be able to leave the ELCA.  30 congregations 

in our Synod have made some type of withholding of benevolence in protest to 

the CWA results.  Nationwide through the end of December, about 100 con-

gregations have held their first vote to leave the ELCA , receiving over 2/3 

approval to do so.  That means that 10% of the congregations in the nation 

holding their first vote to leave the ELCA and receiving 2/3 approval are in our 

Synod. 
 

The Council encourages all members to be as informed as possible about the 

issues surrounding the CWA results.  Support for both sides of the issue can be 

found at various web sites: www.swtsynod.org,    www.wordalone.org,  

www.lcmc.net, www.LutheranCORE.org, and www.elca.org/What-We-

Believe/ Social-Issues.  The Council is preparing an information package that 

will be distributed prior to any formal discussion forums to further educate the 

membership on this issue.  Whatever the future holds for our congregation, our 

decisions must be wise, Spirit-led, and scripturally based ones which will 

guide our ministry of Godôs faithful people. 

The Lutheran South  

Academy Choral Choir 

from Houston will be per-

forming a concert at  
 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 

808 Louisiana Parkway, 

Corpus Christi on Mon-

day, February 15 at 7:00 

PM 
 

Refreshments to follow.  

We would be honored for 

you to join us for this praise 

and worship experience!   
 

Any questions, please feel 

free to contact Trinity Lu-

theran Churchôs office at 

 884-4041 
 

Psalm 33:2-3 state ñGive 

thanks to the Lord with the 

lyre; make melody to Him 

with harp of ten strings!  

Sing in Him a new song; 

play skillfully on the strings; 

with loud voices.ò 

TEXAS LUTHERAN  

UNIVERSITY  
ALUMNI & FRIENDS  

GATHERING  

February 3, 2010 * 6-8p.m. 

Executive Surf Club 

309 N. Water Street 

Corpus Christi  

(361) 884-SURF 

RSVP to Taylor Carlton 

tcarleton@tlu.edu  

Or 830-372-026 
 

Please join us  

for fun and food! 

http://www.swtsynod.org
http://www.wordalone.org
http://www.lcmc.net
http://www.LutheranCORE.org


 

 

Page 4 

February  2010 CARE  FELLOWSHIP  
If you have a need for Care Fellowship assistance, call the office at 992-5973  

Shane McGill 

Joan Mead 

Charles & Donna Meadows 

Warren & Linda Meisner 

Arlene Mesloh 

 

 Pat Meyer 

Denise Miller 

Gaylynn Minucci 

Kyle & Sharla Muegge 

Larry Nelson 

Larry Nichols 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear St. Markôs Friends, 

On behalf of Texas Lutheran Uni-

versity, I want to thank you for 

the gift of $250.00.  Your con-

tinuing support of the congrega-

tional Aid Program makes a dif-

ference.  Only through the gener-

osity of donors like you can TLU 

continue to provide this vital 

community of faith and learning.  

Thank you again for your contri-

bution and your partnership with 

TLU.  Together we are making a 

difference in the world. 

Ann M. Svennungsen 

President 

+ 
Dear Pastor  Ron 

I would like to thank you for your 

care and concern during our time 

of grief.   

I would like to specially thank 

you for the Memorial Service for 

Daniel and all the ladies at St. 

Markôs for the lovely lunch on a 

Sunday!   

The kind words, cards, and food 

were highly appreciated and the 

love will help my healing process 

and for our children too. 

God Bless Everyone! 

Pat Bennetsen and Family.  

 

Dear St. Markôs and friends: 

Thank you so much for the lovely 

service you conducted for John 

 Olson, on December 15th. Your 

support was very comforting.  

Our thanks also for the lovely 

lunch.  Please pass our thanks on 

to the wonderful folks of St. 

Markôs that had anything to do 

with the meal.  

 

 We cannot thank you enough.  

St. Markôs was very important to 

our parents. Best wishes,  

Robert, Grace Cervenka & family  

St. Markôs Lutheran Church: 

On behalf of the Board, Staff and Cli-

ents of Charlieôs Place, we would like 

to thank you again for your support in 

2009.   

This has been an exciting year for 

Charlieôs Place with more to come in 

the future.  You have assisted us in 

moving forward with our goal to ex-

pand and serve more clients as we re-

alized our dream to move into a new 

facility.  Your continued support will 

allow us to continue expansion of ser-

vices in 2010. 

As Charlie Acklen once said 

ñEducation our clients and their fami-

lies is a gift to those that can share it, 

experience it, and give it back to oth-

ers.ò  Your assistance and support has 

been vital to our success and will 

continue to be as we move forward.  

We look forward to the future and 

you being part of that future. 

Larry Churn,  

Executive Director 

 

To St. Markôs and friends: 

Many, many thank-yous to St. Markôs 

WELCA for the $1,000 scholarship 

check presented to me during the an-

nual meeting and luncheon! 

I appreciate so much your thoughts, 

prayers, and support as I enter my 

LAST 

Semester in seminary and begin pre-

paring for internship.  The time has 

flown by and I can scarcely believe 

that Iôm on the ñhome stretchòð and 

it is only because of the support re-

ceived from wonderful, generous 

people like you.  I am so very grateful 

for my church family at St. Markôs 

and give thanks for you every single 

day. 

Love and blessings, Marilyn 

ñOne of the greatest expressions of 

love is to simply notice people and 

pay God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOUTH  TEXAS  
SQUARE AND 

ROUND DANCE  
ASSOCIATION  

SWEETHEART 
BALL  

Saturday, February 13 

From 7 to 10 PM 

 Fellowship Hall 

HOSTED BY: 

TEXAS STARS  

AND 

FRIENDLY  

YELLOW ROCKERS  

See you there!!   

We have always known that 

it is ñgiving that we receiveò 

and we treasure your time 

that you give to the church.  
 

We cannot thank you 

enough for all the countless 

hours of dedication and 

most of all for the love you 

have for  St. Markôs Church.   
 

We are all in this together 

and our doors are open to 

welcome  anyone willing to 

give their ñgiftsò to your 

congregation. 

Thank You!!  



 

 

 

Senior Birthday Lunch February 4,   12 NOON 
Linda Beurlot will be our hostess, our menu will be lasagna with 

garlic bread, pineapple upside-down cake will be the Dessert.  

  

Please bring a side dish.   

Birthday people are our guests. 
 

Fun & Games  9:00 AM -Thursdays  
Tables of Forty-Two, Bridge, Mexican Train 

 

Al Amin Shrine Opry is the third Thursday of each month.  I-37 at 

7:30PM  Hamburgers and stew are available. 

 

DAY CIRCLE  
 

The Day Circle will meet on Thurs-

day, February 11th, at 1:00 PM in 

Room 6/8.  Hostess is Pat Meyer, 

and Bible Study Leader is Sharon 

Lindgren.   

 

EVENING 

CIRCLE  
 

    Evening Circle 

will meet on Tuesday, February 16, 

7:30 PM at the home of Pat Luckett, 

4558 Dandridge.  

 

All women who would like to learn 

more about the Bible are  

invited to attend Circles. 

ST. MARKôS MINISTRY TEAM PAGE 
�´�/�H�W���\�R�X�U���O�L�J�K�W���V�K�L�Q�H���E�H�I�R�U�H���R�W�K�H�U�V�����V�R���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���P�D�\���V�H�H���\�R�X�U���J�R�R�G���Z�R�U�N�V 

�D�Q�G���J�L�Y�H���*�O�R�U�\���W�R���\�R�X�U���)�D�W�K�H�U���L�Q���K�H�D�Y�H�Q���µ����Matthew 5:16 

 

 

 

 

 

Please donate any of the following items or a check made out to 

St. Markôs for LWR by  
 

Palm Sunday, March 28. 
 

Baby Layette Kits-preemie to 24 months-Goal=100 kits,  

Two shirts, two gowns or sleepers, two receiving blankets, two 

washcloths, one sweater, one bath-size bar of soap, two diaper 

pins.  (Clean unstained clothing perfectly acceptable)  (Flannel ma-

terial for baby blankets can be donated to the PieceMakers). Diapers 

are purchased in bulk. 

 

Health Kits-Goal-150 kits, 

Hand towel, washcloth, bath-size bar of soap, 

toothbrush, comb, nail file, nail clippers, with file 

attached, 6 band-aids (1/2ò ï Ĳò)  
 

School Kits-Goal-300 kits, 

Blunt scissors, ruler with centimeters and inches, 

pencil sharpener, pencils.  The remaining items were purchased in 

bulk during August 2008 school sales. 
 

Sewing Kits-Goal-20 kits, 
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ST. MARKôS WOMEN!! 
 

Please mark your calendar for Satur-

day March 27, 2010.  St. Markôs will 

host the Southwestern Texas Women 

of the ELCA Coastal Bend Event 

from 9AM-3PM.   

Please plan to attend for a great day of 

fellowship, bible study and lunch. 

The cost of this event will be covered 

for members of St. Markôs,  

However you do still need to register.  

For more information, please contact 

the church office at 992-5973. 

ATTENTION 

THRIVENT 

MEMBER  
 

 

Thrivent will match 2 for 1  

DONATIONS FOR  HAITI  

Call 800-236-3737 

When prompted say ñdirectoryò and 

enter ext. 83003, or you contact  

your  church coordinators,  

Sue Revier or Joan Mead, or 

Thrivent representative, Dan 

Wilkerson for more information. 

Messenger  

Deadline  

February 15 

4 PM 


